
Bringing your vehicle
to New South Wales
For information on bringing your vehicle to NSW contact:

RTA 13 22 13 

or visit www.rta.nsw.gov.au

Road safety for 
international drivers
International dr iver s should view the extensive
information about driving safely and legally on 
NSW roads available on the RTA website at
www.rta.nsw.gov.au

The Road Users’ Handbook, which explains the 
main road rules in NSW and must be read and 
understood by applicants for NSW driver licences, is also
a useful reference for international drivers or riders.

Licence types
The length of time you have held an overseas car or
rider licence will determine the type of licence that
you are eligible to hold.

If you have held your overseas car or rider licence 
for less than one year, you will only be eligible for 
a provisional P1 licence.

If you have held a car licence for more than one year
but less than three years, you will only be eligible for 
a provisional P2 car licence.

If you have held a full rider licence for more than one
year, you will be eligible for an unrestricted rider licence.

See the Road Users’ Handbook or visit the RTA
website at www.rta.nsw.gov.au for descriptions of
the different licence types.

I would like to keep my overseas licence
It is a legal requirement under Australian licensing
laws that only one licence can be used for driving 
in Australia.

Before a NSW licence will be issued, you must
present your overseas licence to be made invalid 
in Australia.

The overseas licence will be returned to you
after holepunching plastic or laminated licences
or endorsing paper licences. The holepunch or
endorsement will be done at a blank area of the
licence so that no licence details will be removed.
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If you would like to talk to us in your language, the
Translating and Interpreting Service is available at all RTA
motor registries. Ask at the counter.

For further enquiries:

www.rta.nsw.gov.au

13 22 13 8.30am to 5pm Mon-Fri and 8.30am to 2pm Sat

+612 4925 1805 International

1800 331 412 TTY

The information given in this brochure is a guide only and is subject to change at any time without notice.



How do I get a NSW licence?
You must be aged 17 years or over to get a NSW driver licence.

If you hold an overseas licence to drive or ride (including a learner licence)
and want to get a NSW licence, you must go to a RTA motor registry
and:

If your licence is in English, present your overseas licence.

If your overseas licence is not written in English, provide:

- your overseas licence and an official translation from the 
NSW Community Relations Commission or the Commonwealth
Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs,
and

- where extra licence information is required (for example, about the
first issue date or the validity period of the licence or where the type
of vehicle authorised to be driven or ridden is not shown) a letter
from a relevant consulate or diplomatic office.

If you cannot produce your overseas licence, provide:

- a letter from the overseas licence issuing authority confirming your
licence details and status, or

- a letter from a relevant consulate or diplomatic office, based on 
information received from the overseas licence issuing authority,
confirming your licence details and status.

Any letter provided to confirm licence details or status should be in English
or have an official English translation as described above.

Before you first attend the motor registry, you may wish to obtain a
letter from the driver licence issuing authority (on its letterhead), or from
your relevant consulate or diplomatic office, confirming your licence
details, including the first issue date.

You must also:
Prove your NSW address.

Prove your identity.

Pass an eyesight test.

Pass a knowledge test for each class of licence required.

Pass a driving test for each class of licence required.

Provide documents proving the first issue date of
your licence, if it is not displayed on the licence.

You may not be required to pass a driving 
or riding test if:

You have previously held an Australian driver licence 
which can be verified by the issuing authority, or

You hold a current New Zealand driver licence, or

You are applying for a Class C (car) or Class R (rider) 
licence and you hold a current overseas driver licence,
or one that expired within the past 5 years, from a 
country recognised as having comparable licensing 
standards to Australia.

At present, these countries are Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, United Kingdom and United States.

Note: The RTA reserves the right to require a driving or riding
test. A licence may not be issued unless the RTA is satisfied
that the overseas licence is valid.

What if I fail the driving test?
If you fail the driving test, your visiting driver privileges will be 
withdrawn. You must then get a learner licence that will allow
you to drive (while supervised by a licensed driver) and then go
for another driving test.

Visiting driver
I hold a current overseas driver licence,
am I a visiting driver?
If you do not hold a permanent resident visa under the
Commonwealth Migration Act 1958 or you are from New Zealand
and you have not resided in NSW continuously for more than
three months, you are a ‘visiting driver’.

Visiting drivers include:
Tourists.

Business people on limited-duration visits.

People visiting friends or relatives.

Visitors on working holiday visas.

People studying or working temporarily in NSW.

International Defence Force personnel 
and their families on exchange in NSW.

Do I need a NSW licence?
If you are a visiting driver, you are not required to get a NSW
licence even if your stay is longer than three months. However,
while driving or riding you must carry and hold a current 
overseas driver licence.

If the licence is not written in English, an International Driving Permit
or an English translation must also be carried with the licence.

To drive or ride with your current overseas licence, your visitor
status must remain unchanged, you must not be disqualified from
driving in NSW or elsewhere, and you must not have had your
licence suspended or cancelled or your visiting driver privileges
withdrawn.

How can I prove my visiting driver status?
As a visiting driver, you must be able to prove genuine visitor status to
NSW Police if required.

Visas, letters from employers or educational institutions, and statements
from consulates or diplomatic offices may be used to establish visitor status.

I have an overseas learner licence
If you hold a current learner licence from your country of origin, you can
continue to learn to drive in NSW.

You must, however, comply with all NSW road rules (eg, display L plates,
be accompanied by an unrestricted Australian licence holder etc) and
any relevant restrictions endorsed on your overseas licence.

The Road Users' Handbook explains the NSW road rules and can be
obtained from a motor registry or by visiting the RTA website at
www.rta.nsw.gov.au

I am a visitor, but I would like to get a NSW licence
You may choose to get a NSW driver licence even though you are a 
visiting driver.

You will need to prove that you have a NSW residential address, provide
proof of your identity, present your overseas licence and pass eyesight,
knowledge and driving tests as required.

See the section under ‘How do I get a NSW licence?’ for further information.

New NSW resident
Driving as a permanent resident
If you hold a permanent resident visa under the Commonwealth
Migration Act 1958, you are not a visiting driver.

You are allowed to drive or ride in NSW on your current overseas licence
for a maximum of three months after arriving in Australia. If you are
migrating from New Zealand you must obtain a NSW licence within
three months of taking up residence in NSW.

To drive with your current overseas licence during the three-month 
period, you must not be disqualified from driving or riding and your
licence must not be suspended or cancelled.

You must get (not just apply for) a NSW licence within this three-month
period if you wish to continue to drive or ride.

Please note that if your overseas licence is not in English, you must also
carry your International Driving Permit or an English translation with your
licence when driving.

This brochure contains 
information for international
drivers who are:

Visiting NSW or    
New residents of NSW.


